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In a letter from  Edinburgh, dated the 2pth  of May, I pressed him to persevere in his resolution to make this year. the projected visit to the Hebrides, of which he and I had talked for many years, and which I was confident would afford us much entertainment.
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
'DEAR SIR,
' When your letter came to me, I was so darkened by an inflammation in my eye, that I could not for some time read it. I can now write without trouble, and can read large prints. My eye is gradually growing stronger; and I hope will be able to take some delight in the survey of a Caledonian loch.
' Chambers is going a Judge, with six thousand a year, to Bengal1. He and I shall come down together as far as Newcastle, and thence I shall easily get to Edinburgh. Let me know the exact time when your Courts intermit I must conform a little to Chambers's occasions, and he must conform a little to mine. The time which you shall fix, must be the common point to which we will come as near as we can. Except this eye, I am very well.
' Beattie is so caressed, and invited, and treated, and liked, and flattered, by the great, that I can see nothing of him. I am in great hope that he will be well provided for, and then we will live upon him at the Marischal College, without pity or modesty *.
of a parent, and the reverence of a son.' Baretti, in a MS. note on Piozzi Letters, i. 81, says that 'Johnson could not much bear Mrs. Salusbury, nor Mrs. Salusbury him, when they first knew each other. But her cancer moved his compassion, and made them friends.' Johnson, recording her death, says: — 'Yesterday, as I touched her hand and kissed it, she pressed my hand between her two hands,
which she probably intended as the parting caress----This morning
being called about nine to feel her pulse, I said at parting, " God bless you • for Jesus Christ's sake." She smiled as pleased.' Pr. andMed. p. 128.
1  Johnson wrote to Dr. Taylor July 22,1782:—'Sir Robert Chambers slipped this session through the fingers of revocation, but I am in doubt of his continuance.   Shelburne seems to be his enemy.   Mrs. Thrale says they will do him no harm.    She perhaps thinks there is no harm without hanging.   The mere act of recall strips him of eight thousand a year.1    Notes and Queries, 6th S., v. 462.
2  Beattie was Professor of Moral Philosophy.    For some years his
'------left                                            < legacy.' Mr. Croker. who is great at suspicion*?, ridiculously takes the. mention of a legacy seriously, and suspects ' some personal diappoint-
